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Happenings

October 2026

3-4: USDAA Agility — Artful Dodgers Agility Trial,
Oriole Training Building, Halethorpe, MD.

10-11: Agility Seminar with Annette Alfonso,
Oriole Training Building, Halethorpe, MD

17: Canine Ophthalmology Clinic with Dr. Nancy
Bromberg, Oriole Training Building

18: Turf Cleaning Work Party —Oriole Training
Building

23-25: NAFA Flyball Tournament — No Speed
Limit, Oriole Training Building, Halethorpe, MD.
30-Nov 1: NADAC Agility — Oriole Training
Building, Halethorpe, MD.

November 2026

7 Human CPR/AED and First Aid Training 9-1p
7-8 Agility Seminar with Dudley Shumate, Oriole
Dog Training Club, Halethorpe, MD

14-15: Agility Seminar with Judy Kolva (Saturday)
and Nancy Schilling (Sunday), Oriole Training
Building, Halethorpe, MD

20-22: BHA Barn Hunt Trial — Branchwater Farm,
Reisterstown, MD.

22: NACSW Odor Recognition Test — (setup begins
at 6pm 11/21) Oriole Dog Training Club Nosework
Test. Oriole Training Building, Halethorpe, MD.
28-29: NACSW Nosework Seminar with Jacy
Kelley — Oriole Dog Training Club. Oriole Training
Building, Halethorpe, MD.

Halethorpe, MD 21227

.orioledogclub.org

Seminars/Clinics
Coming in 2026:

Future Agility Seminars:
Annette Alfonso 4+ 10/10/26 —10/11/2026

Dudley Shumate + 11/7/26 — 11/8/2026
Judy Kolva + 11/14/26
Nancy Schilling 4+ 11/15/26

Nose work/Scent Seminars
Nose Work ORT - Nov. 22
Jacy Kelley (Nose Work) — Nov. 28 & 29

Health Clinics

Canine CPR - 10/11/26
Canine Eye Clinic - 10/17/26
CPR health clinic - 11/7/26

"" & 0CTOBER PHOTO CONTEST & -

& Nmmu ADVENTURES %

% Show us your dog enjoying
Fa(( b b everyﬂmng fall has to of{erl Y.

ADVENTURES

: SUBMIT PHOTOS e -t
g OCTOBER 1- 21 LIKE or LOVE your

mote.
FALL LEAVES PUMPKIN PATCHES HIKING OUTDOOR HALLOWEEN FUN M v

favorites to vote!

Ogi Post your photo in the comments with your dog’s name and breed. Le't ﬂw 6{1{'{ adventures béﬂm! VJ



https://orioledogclub.org/usdaa-agility-trial-information-page/
https://odtc.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=413318&module_id=50280
https://orioledogclub.org/canine-health-screening-clinic-information-page/
https://orioledogclub.org/canine-health-screening-clinic-information-page/
https://orioledogclub.org/nafa-flyball-tournament/
https://orioledogclub.org/nadac-agility-trial-information-page/
https://odtc.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=413318&module_id=50280
https://odtc.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=413318&module_id=50280
https://odtc.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=413318&module_id=50280
https://orioledogclub.org/barn-hunt-tests/#Feb2021
https://orioledogclub.org/nacsw-test-information-page/
https://orioledogclub.org/nosework-seminars-workshops/
https://orioledogclub.org/nosework-seminars-workshops/

Oriole Dog Training Club

€ A

Ve Announcements

Board of Directors & GM Meeting
Minutes (Members Only - login
required).
Upcoming Meetings:
Quarterly General Membership Meetings
(7:30pm): Sunday, October 18, 2026
Board of Directors Meeting (7:30pm):

e Sunday, December 20, 2026

Meeting Minutes: https://odtc.clubexpress.com/
then select Member Login/Documents, where

you will find these folders:
t| Meeting Agendas and Minutes (22)

. [ Board Minutes (1)
-+ 2026 Minutes (1)
-~ 2025 Minutes (5)
- 2024 Minutes (7)
| 2023 Minutes (8)
GM Mtngs. Minutes (59)
.- Meeting Agendas (30)

Note: Oriole members may attend board meetings (although they may be asked to
leave temporarily during Executive Session). If you are interested in attending,
please contact a board member for information and/or check for Zoom meeting

information sent via the Oriole club mailing list. * Meetings are subject to change

Logging Volunteer Hours

Go to www.orioledogclub.org then select Club

Members/Log Volunteer Hours. Complete the form.

ES ™ CLUB MEMBERS ™ ABOUT ™

LOG VOLUNTEER HOURS

Welcome New Members

Welcome to our newest member, Linda Dean.
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EARLY REMINDER - SAVE THE
DATE! JANUARY 17, 2027
ANNUAL AWARDS PARTY

It's time to start thinking about and preparing
your Annual Awards applications!

+ Members may apply for the following special

awards:

Performance Dog Awards
Obedience Awards

Oriole Award

Blanche Saunders Award
Sniffers Nose Work Award

Applications and explanations of the requirements
for each award are available on the ODTC

website. https://orioledogclub.org/member-awards/

4+ All Annual Awards applications are due by
December 5. The time period to include is December
1, 2025 to November 30, 2026.

4+ When completing the Application for Medallion
Plaques, please enter only one title per line. If you
have more than two titles, use the Continuation
Sheet on page 2 of the application. Space is needed

beside each entry for processing notes.

Volunteers to coordinate the food and drinks for the
party are needed along with some help to set up
tables and chairs for the event. Contact: Pat Parkent
- Awards Chairperson pparkent3@gmail.com

Human CPR/AED and First Aid

Training
Free for ODTC Members (Bring a non-member for $85)
Saturday, November 7, 2026 9 am — 1 pm.

Link to register: Human CPR/AED & First Aid Training

Questions may be directed to Linda Miles at

marfre@aol.com. Registration issues may be directed to

Lorinda McKisson at Lmckisson@gmail.com



https://odtc.clubexpress.com/
http://www.orioledogclub.org/
https://orioledogclub.org/member-awards/
mailto:pparkent3@gmail.com
https://odtc.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?page_id=4091&club_id=413318&item_id=2998328
mailto:marfre@aol.com
mailto:Lmckisson@gmail.com
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Photo Contest

From August through December, ODTC will hold a monthly
photo contest on Facebook, with a different theme each month.
The contest is open to EVERYONE, so grab your camera and
show us your dog’s best side!

At the end of the year, we will publish a 2027 ODTC Calendar
featuring the winning photos.

Watch for our October Photo Contest — “Autumn Adventures”
on our Facebook page. Entries will be accepted October 1-21,
with voting continuing through October 25.

Keep those cameras ready —we can’t wait to see what October
brings!

1st Place
e  Full page photo included in the 2027 ODTC Calendar
e Featured in the ODTC Dumbbell newsletter
¢  Complimentary 2027 ODTC Calendar when available

2nd Place
e  Half-page photo included in the 2027 ODTC Calendar
e Featured in the ODTC Dumbbell newsletter

3rd Place
¢  Quarter-page photo included in the 2027 ODTC
Calendar
e  Featured in the ODTC Dumbbell newsletter

2nd Place — Barbie - submitted by Sherri Buttrey

Click for detailed rules

September Winners - “Training in Action”
T o

1st Place — Benson — submitted by Sheila Franklin (photo

rd Place — K - itted heil ill
credit Deedra Prigel) 3 Place — Karma — submitted by Sheila Saville


https://orioledogclub.org/2026/07/23/fun-photo-contest_2026/?fbclid=IwY2xjawT0Qr1wZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR53W0JQPKJPpa382IcNh5aVeAaGyoJCu3xVEUtoa5hXVm7rnKndp1qoNvsK2g_aem_K_Zlybc-qUGMC5xgpOBiAg
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Editor’s Choice Awards for September
(a smallimage will be included in the calendar)

WE
NEED

YOU!

ODTC ELECTION
COMMITTEE

We are looking for 3 (or
more) ODTC members to
join our ODTC Election
Committee!!

You will receive an hour of
volunteer credit for every
volunteer hour you put into your
work on the Election
Committee!

The committee will run from: mid-
October 2026 through mid-January

2027, and members must be willing

to serve on the committee for at least

two (2) consecutive election

“ x

Best on Theme — Goose - submitted by Sadie Niles periods.
Other Top Dogs Two (2) of the committee members
must have software skills to manage

OTHER TOP DOGS it liiags

Training in Action * September 2026

Our prior Election Committee
members will be available to meet
with the new committee to review
the logistics, the bylaws as they refer
to the duties of the Election
Committee, etc.; and, to be available
for consultation as needed

throughout the election process.

For more information, or to sign-up: contact:

Aimee Pharr: aimeepharr@gmail.com, or Debbie
ORIOLE DOG TRAINING CLUB PHOTO CONTEST Brannan: dbrannancrs@qmail .com



mailto:aimeepharr@gmail.com
mailto:dbrannancrs@gmail.com

Oriole Dog Training Club

Member Highlight

Meet Fran Bethea

Fran and Kovic

I am currently teaching Beginner Novice and serving
on the Board as the Communications Director. I am
also a member of the German Shepherd Dog Club of
Greater Washington, DC., where I hold the position of
V. President and produce their club newsletter. My
other responsibility is to my two dogs. Chula, a 7-
year-old German Shepherd Dog, and Jagger, a 2-year-
old Standard Poodle. Chula is trialing in scent work.

Jagger is in training for obedience.

As with everyone involved with dogs and training,
my interest also started when I was young. I was
enamored with the German Shepherd Dog. It wasn’t
until my teenage years when one came into my life. I
trained him from what I learned from books from the
library and my imagination. I did not come from a
legacy of trainers or the dog world of sports and most

certainly had no idea what I was missing.

All my previous dogs were of mixed lineage and
given to me or found as strays. During that time, I also
worked with rescues. Some of the dogs I fostered and
found homes for, others were foster fails. It wasn’t
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until 2013 when I bought my first German Shepherd
Dog; the very first dog I ever paid for. He was flown
in—all the way from Georgia, mind you. I still chuckle
about me thinking flying a dog in from Georgia was a
big deal. Especially after I found out where some
people got their dogs flown in from! With this dog I
was introduced to the world of dog sports and

jumped two feet in.

Finding A Place at Oriole
As soon as I moved to this area, I applied to join

Oriole. I immediately got involved with the club as
much as I could by volunteering for everything that
interested me. The training club experience was
fascinating and oh so exciting. I started with all of the
AKC Family dog titles; a very good place to start if
you're green to the dog sports world. I finally became

a training member in 2018.

I wanted to give back and I also wanted to be a
contributing member. My request to shadow an
instructor for a session was obliged and I become a
Basic instructor in 2022. There are all kinds of people
who come to basic; the first time dog owners, the folks
with a new dog and those who just want to develop a
relationship and bond with their dog. I absolutely
enjoy helping people with the beginning of their
obedience journey because I certainly enjoyed mine.
It is heartwarming to see my students improve from
that first class and to see some go on to the upper

levels.

Along the way, I've met so many supportive and
encouraging people at the club. The vibe here really
helps you grow and pushes you to keep leveling up
your training. For me, it’s been a total eye-opener. I
truly look up to and appreciate all the instructors I've
worked with. They’ve taught me so much about
patience, dedication, and sticking with it. I also
learned how to push through frustration —though to
be honest, I'm still working on that one! Everyone has

been so supportive, celebrating my wins and backing
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me up in everything I do. Seriously, every single

person I've met here has impacted me for the better.

Jagger and Chula

Strengthening ODTC’s Voice
Back in 2024, I stepped into the role of

Communications Director. Now in my second year,
I'm still figuring things out as I go, but my main focus
is keeping ODTC’s image positive and strong.
Ultimately, everything I do is about backing the club's
true purpose: "to promote the utility of dogs as well
behaved and reliable companions through training."
To make that happen, I'm working with others on
sorting out our marketing plans and developing a
consistent look and feel to the community in and
outside the dog sports world. This means managing
how we show up to the public, handling media
relations, and keeping everyone in the loop through
our newsletter, internal messaging, social media, and
website. Community outreach is another big piece of
the job. Our very first project, the ODTC Pet Food
Drive, was a huge success, and I'm confident we’ll do
even better with this year's drive starting October 1st.
The possibilities are enormous and I find the
responsibility as Communications Director quite

enjoyable so far.

Before Dogs, There Were Fish—Lots of Fish!
From all the years I've spent in the dog world, which

isn’t much compared to some, you would never know
that in the late 1900’s I was totally immersed in the
tropical fish hobby. I maintained a fish room with up
to 33 tanks. I imported fish directly from South
America and bred fish for pleasure, sale or trade. I
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bred fish that some could not, which led me to being
hosted to speak to fish clubs nationally and once
abroad. Annually, I attended conventions that
brought in fellow hobbyists from the UK and other
nations to compete in showing fish, fish photography

and aquascaping. I also
co-founded two clubs in
the area that are still
running today. There’s
so much more I could say
' about that part of my
, life, but I'm a dog
 training and competition

- fanatic now.

Fran and 1st GSD, Bruno

Did you enjoy our Member
Highlight?

Would You Like to Be Featured
in our next issue?

We'd love to learn more about YOU!

Earn volunteer hours while helping fellow
members get to know you better. Simply
submit a 500-1,000 word article (or simply
answer a list of questions) about yourself,
your dogs, your involvement with ODTC,
and the activities you enjoy.

& Include one or two photos, and you
could be featured in an upcoming issue of

The Dumbbell!

Share your story!

Contact Sheila Saville
Dumbbell@Orioledogclub.club



mailto:Dumbbell@Orioledogclub.club
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C on g I'CIi'U |CI tio ns Gina Lancaster — Remy had a perfect weekend

playing agility over Labor Day weekend. Eleven (11)

Elaine O’Carroll - On July 31st, Brodie (Anistar runs 11 Qs and 11 firsts . Completed level 2 and

Change Of Pace) achieved his OTCH 11 (Obedience earned three level 2 titles - standard, handlers and
strategy .

Ch x 11) at 12 years old. He also recently achieved
UDX 18 (180 QQs from Utility and Open classes in
the same trial). He got his AGCH a couple of years
ago along with numerous other agility titles. He is
2/3 of the way to his MACH 6, but due to an
unresolved injury that he suffered last summer
during agility practice, we may have to retire him
from agility. He is currently training in nosework
which he also loves. He’s been a dream dog from
puppyhood and continues to be a great partner in a
variety of competitions. We will continue to
work/play together until he tells me he’s done.

Linda Hulbert - Rain was entered in the
American Cesky Terrier Fanciers Association AKC
Rally trial 2 in Bella Vista. He got a 98 in Master, a
100 and 2nd in Excellent, and a 100 in Advanced.
This gave him the high Combined in the trial.

Sheila
Saville — Pearl
earned her CPE
Standard Level
One title on
9/5/26.
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Lorinda McKisson - We qualified in 4 out of 7
runs over Labor Day weekend, earning Hennessy's
Novice Chances title!

Lynda Folwick - Pocket (Danish-Swedish
Farmdog) earned his NADD Dock Master Advanced
and Dock Elite titles, and his FastCAT FCAT?2 title.
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Lorinda McKisson - Hennessy earned his
USDAA RELAY MASTER title!

United States Dog Agility Associa

Certificate of Title
L €]

0 rmcoguition thet
Lorinda Mckisson

in compattion wih

Wescot's Drink of Choice!
compierd the performance coguivewens for the e award of

Relay Master

Boerd, whieh has boen ofctaily recoréed on he dase mabceted belo.

Dana Hoppes — Jetson makes the cover for K9
Frisbee Worldwide Toss n Fetch League!

5 B>

\ =
\

TOSS

-

90:/5 Fall' Season

Begins Friday;/September:25/

Elkton,

,..
Maryland ‘.
AN
Start a League Clubiin Your Hometown Today!

~ A. Rose Photography

Reese Spindle - Good times were had this
weekend running Courtney Keys's fast and fun
courses at the Mid-Atlantic Madness trial, with
Rebecca Hill judging in person - thank you both! L 4
Havana went 7/10 with 1st place Q’s and earned her
first Grand Prix Super Bye of the new season, a
Steeplechase Q, her Jumpers Champion Bronze title,
and her Pairs Champion title thanks to our partners
Beth Hagwood ] :

Bond and Wizard! "
Her NQ’s were
honestly lovely too.

Just one blooper on
my part in two runs
and an early release
of her teeter that
resulted in us being
overtime for
Gamblers since I

made her repeat it.
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Linda Hulbert - Rain was entered in OTCH 's

=3 .

UKC nose work trials
9/20/2026. He finished his
Elite Vehicle title (EV). He
also got 1st in Novice
Interior trial 2, 2nd in
Novice Interior first trial,
1st in both Novice Vehicle
trials, 1st in Elite Interior
trial 2, and 4th in Elite
Vehicle trial 2.

Linda Hulbert - Rain was entered in OTCH 's
UKC nose work trials
9/19/2026. He finished
Master Containers (MC)
title which finished his
overall Master Nose work
title (MN). He got 1st in
Master Container trial 1,
3rd in Elite Container trial
2, 2nd in Novice
Container trial 1, 3rd in
Novice Container, and
3rd in both trials of in

Novice Exterior.

Barbara Novak - Happy to be able to report that
Player passed his Anise NACSW Odor Recognition
Test this morning which completes his overall ORT
title.

Lorinda McKisson - Saturday Hennessy Q'ed in
Master Gamblers (2 to go for our Championship
Title); Grand Prix Qualifier earning a 2027 Bye
Voucher; Combined Pairs (Thank you to Sherry Ralls
and Memphis)! Sunday we earned a second place Q
in Steeplechase and $6.00!
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Debbie Kaminski - Timber competed at the
Rock Hall Dog Training Club's CDSP Obedience

Trials last weekend and earned 2 High in Trials!

News & Special
Recognition

Infroducing Dogs to CAT
(Sports)

By: Meredith Neubauer

Ever heard someone talk about how fast their dog is
at Fast CAT and wonder why someone would be
talking about dogs chasing cats? You're not alone in
the confusion, but Fast CAT is actually one of the
newest, most popular sports to be held in the US —and

it doesn’t have anything to do with our feline friends.

The Coursing Ability Test (CAT) is one of the many
forms of lure coursing you can do with your dog. Fast
CAT measures how quickly your dog can run the 100-
yard dash. For context, the fastest runner in the world


https://www.akc.org/sports/coursing/fast-cat/

Oriole Dog Training Club

is Usain Bolt, who peaked at 27.5 mph (9.5 seconds).
Some dogs can reach speeds upward of 35mph (think
sighthound).

Dean Lake Photography

Fast CAT utilizes a combination of your dog’s prey
drive, physical strength, and mental concentration.
Can they catch the bunny before crossing the finish
line? Only time (and your dog) will tell!

To participate in one of the many local events, your
dog: Must be 12 months or older and be registered
with the AKC (AKC registration, canine partners,

purebred alternative listing program, or foundation

stock service). It is also recommended your dog be in

physical condition able to sprint for short distances.

Fast CAT is a great way to break into the world of dog
sports and meet other dog-centered people! There is
no training needed to participate in Fast CAT, but you
may find yourself wanting to improve your dog’s
physical fitness as a result of the competition. You can
find upcoming events on the AKC search page, but
also plan to attend Oriole Dog’s Fast CAT
competition, held semi-annually, in the Spring and
Fall.

While any sport is about having fun with your dog
(and yes, that is the most important rule), Fast CAT
entices competitive humans as well. In Fast CAT, the
AKC tabulates your dog’s three fastest run times over
the course of a calendar year to provide you with the
dog’s MPH. Every year and throughout the year, the
AKC publishes “Fast CAT Top 20 Fastest Dogs by
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Breeds,” and it is a rush to see your dog on that list!
In fact, if your dog lands within the Top 5 (sometimes
Top 10) of the breed, the AKC will invite them (and
you) to their Annual Fast CAT Invitational, where the

top of each breed battles it out in a head-to-head

competition on the same track.

After you've been bitten by the Fast CAT bug, you
may want to try CAT on for size! CAT is similar to
Fast CAT in that your dog chases a lure, but unlike
Fast CAT, your dog is not competing against others in
the breed. Instead, your dog must chase the lure on
either a 300- or 600 — yard long course (dependent on
your dog’s size and age). Your dog must finish the
course in either 1:30 minutes or 2 minutes,
respectively. While many judges on the course will
provide participants with the time, the course is only
graded on a pass/fail basis. Eligibility to participate in
CAT is the same as Fast CAT, and again, it is
recommended your dog be in strong physical
condition to run that length of time. Once your dog
has successfully completed the course three times,

your dog earns a title from the AKC.

There is a multitude of other lure coursing
opportunities, some  designed  strictly  for
sighthounds, like lure coursing from the AKC or the

American Sighthound Field Association. The United

Kennel Club (UKC) also hosts lure coursing events.
Canine Performance Events (CPE) also has their own

version of coursing, called Speedway. No matter the
dog, there’s guaranteed to be a lure coursing event
near you!

The AKC Fast CAT Invitational

By: Meredith Neubauer

The American Kennel Club kicked off its 7t Annual
Fast Coursing Ability Trial (Fast CAT) Invitational in
Branson, Missouri on Friday, September 18, 2026. The
ten fastest dogs from each breed (including All
American) were invited to go head-to-head on the

course at its national gathering. This was the first year


https://www.akc.org/register/information/canine-partners/
https://www.akc.org/register/information/purebred-alternative-listing-pal/
https://www.akc.org/breeder-programs/foundation-stock-service-program/program-home/
https://www.akc.org/breeder-programs/foundation-stock-service-program/program-home/
https://webapps.akc.org/event-search/#/search
https://www.apps.akc.org/apps/fastcat_ranking/index.cfm?display
https://www.apps.akc.org/apps/fastcat_ranking/index.cfm?display
https://www.akc.org/sports/coursing/fast-cat/fast-cat-invitational/
https://www.akc.org/sports/coursing/lure-coursing/
https://www.asfa.org/index.html
https://www.ukcdogs.com/lure-coursing
https://www.ukcdogs.com/lure-coursing
https://cpe.dog/
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the AKC invited the Top 10 competitors, and the

“rookies” were thrilled!

People drove from 48 states and Canada to compete.
It was a weekend filled with trading cards, custom t-
shirts, custom collars and leashes, even friendship

bracelets.

The Schnauzer
Boys (aka Onaga &
Havik) also arrived
on the scene. Due
to  unseasonably
HOT temperatures
(heat index at
105°), they did not
participate in the
pre-Invitational
activities like the
Fit Dog Walk,
CABT, or the non-
Invitational runs. Instead, they took over Fantastic
Caverns in Springfield, where they were treated like
royalty (that they think they are). A Bloodhound
named Juno discovered the Fantastic Caverns in 1862.
To this day, the company treats the canines as the
VIPs they were meant to be — and the Schnauzer Boys
loved every minute of the attention.

As if that wasn’t enough fun, they just had to meet
their competitor, Jhett, at Buster’s Old Time Photos,
where the dogs realized they were the best treated
canines of the Victorian Era. Not a bad way to meet

your competition for the first time, right?

Due to Onaga being injured and having to withdraw
from the competition, both Havik and Jhett
automatically advanced to the finals. On Monday,
September 21, the two Standard Schnauzers showed
off who could power their legs the fastest. Ultimately,
Jhett, beat Havik by 3/10* of a second to capture the
title of “Best of Breed.”
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Many friends and natives to the Mid-Atlantic area
also won Best of Breed, including Vasha the Samoyed,
Sylphiette the Yakutian Laika, Edli the Icelandic
Sheepdog, Udo the Doberman Pinscher, Roux the

Eurasier, and Harley the Great Dane.

The Schnauzer Boys may not have taken home the
win this year, but they certainly let the world know

they were here to play and stay. Missouri will never

be the same!

The almost "All Schnauzers" photo from the Invitational - the
Giants bailed on us!

From left to right - Jhade, Jhett, Onaga, and Havik
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES



mailto:JLGauntt@aol.com
https://odtc.clubexpress.com/handlers/celinks.ashx?id=122423
https://odtc.clubexpress.com/handlers/celinks.ashx?id=122423
mailto:kkaren2014@gmail.com
mailto:cldetweiler1@yahoo.com
https://odtc.clubexpress.com/handlers/celinks.ashx?id=122423
https://odtc.clubexpress.com/handlers/celinks.ashx?id=122423
https://odtc.clubexpress.com/handlers/celinks.ashx?id=122423
https://odtc.clubexpress.com/handlers/celinks.ashx?id=122423
https://odtc.clubexpress.com/handlers/celinks.ashx?id=122423
mailto:lindobes@verizon.net
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Community Outreach
Oriole Pet Food Drive 2026

October 1 thru November 1

We will be assisting families that may be struggling to
feed their pets during these uncertain times. We will
choose an organization that receives no operational
funding from any government or national humane
society. Our goal is to choose a non - profit that relies
on donations from the community. We hope that by
helping families through these difficult situations,
their pets are able to stay in their home, and we
can prevent abandonment or the heartbreaking
choice of surrendering them to a shelter. More
information will be provided soon.

If you have a local shelter or Pet Food Bank in mind
that does not receive any government subsidies, feel
free to contact me at fbethea@gmail.com

Training Tip
Reward the Check-In

On your next walk, pay attention to the moments
when your dog chooses to look at you without being
asked.

The instant your dog checks in, say “Yes!” or use
your usual marker word, then reward with a treat,

praise, or permission to keep exploring.

Why it works: You're teaching your dog that paying
attention to you is rewarding —even when you

haven’t asked for it.

Try it for just 60 seconds during each walk. Over
time, those voluntary check-ins can lead to better
focus, easier leash walking, and a dog who is more

connected to you when distractions appear.

Remember: Don’t always ask for attention —reward

it when your dog offers it!
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New Puppies or New
to You

If you have a new puppy (or new to you dog) submit
pictures so that others may enjoy!

90

(o) Carle Lee
Detweiler - Meet QXZ
First Lady - Ellie for
Eleanor. She is
Rapscallion x Joplin

90
'\‘/' Maggie Crook —

welcomes her new
puppy, a chocolate lab,
registered name
“Barefoot’s Brown
Sugar Shaken Espresso”
call name, Brew!

90
'\‘/’It’s a boy! 5lbs 2 ounces - Meet Glover. He’s
named after an astronaut though I still might
change it as I'm trying
it on him. Hubble
adores him and
already snuggles him.
Armstrong tolerates
him.
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Thinking of You

If you know of a club member’s loss or illness, please
contact the Sunshine Coordinator, Sharon Spies at
spies14632@aol.com or Dumbbell Editor so that we
may share with our fellow members and acknowledge
the member.

prayers. We hope she feels better soon.

Please keep Linda Grskovich in your thoughts and

Thank you for reading this edition of The Dumbbell! Editor: Sheila Saville
Submit your brags/accomplishments or new puppy info to Dumbbell@Orioledogclub.club for inclusion in the next issue.
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